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BY ABBY PONDER
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Glassdoor, the online job-hunting 
service, recently compiled a list enti-
tled “25 Best Jobs in America for 2015.” 
Several of the career paths on the list 
are rooted in majors found at WKU 
and other universities. 
Glassdoor composed the list on 
three primary factors that included, 
“earning potential based on average 
annual base salary, career opportuni-
ties rating and number of job open-
ings,” according to the website. 
While there were some medical ca-
reers included, the majority of the list 
remained concentrated in the market-
ing and engineering departments. 
“I think (the list) is reflective of what 
I always tell students,” Richard Shan-
non, the chair of Marketing and Sales 
at WKU, said. “The biggest advantage 
of marketing is that it’s extremely flex-
ible. It’s everywhere. You can go in any 
direction with it. Everybody is selling 
something.” 
Today’s economy is evolving at a 
rapid pace, and jobs are subsequently 
changing along with it. When it comes 
to marketing, those in the field have to 
keep up with global trends. 
To accommodate the evolution 
within the job market, the department 
has developed a social media concen-
tration. 
The presence of social media can-
not be ignored, according to Michael 
Huff, a Hodgenville senior in the mar-
keting department. He said that sites 
like Etsy, where individuals create and 
independently sell products online, 
are a prime example of the continued 
importance of social media and the 
Internet.
Paula Potter, the chair of the Depart-
ment of Management, is excited to see 
more management positions on the 
list. 
“We say you can go into so many 
fields because in every aspect there 
will be someone who needs a man-
ager,” Potter said. “From a broader 
perspective, there are so many (jobs 
on the list) that are supported by the 
Gordon Ford College of Business. This 
bodes very well for our graduates.”
BY JESSICA VOORHEES
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Parking and Transportation Services 
made several changes to the Topper Tran-
sit system last semester, which resulted in 
record ridership.
Jennifer Tougas, director of PTS, said 
Transit carried 387,263 passengers in the 
fall, an increase of 26 percent over last year, 
at the same time. 
Tougas said PTS implemented the chang-
es to make up for the dramatic loss in com-
muter parking in the fall, as a result of the 
rise in housing residents who brought cars 
to campus.
“I’m happy with the result of the chang-
es,” she said. “Our drive was to improve the 
situation for commuters.”
Tougas said PTS rearranged parking zones 
so bus routes would pass by commuter lots. 
SEE CAREERS PAGE A2
Tucked behind Van Meter Hall and 
Garrett Conference Center, there is a 
small wooden bridge. 
Despite its plain façade, the Old Fort 
Bridge—more commonly known as 
the Kissing Bridge—has cultivated its 
own personality during its existence. 
Legend says if two students visit the 
bridge on their first date and have 
their first kiss there, they’ll be bonded 
to each other forever, effectively mak-
ing it the campus Cupid. 
For some couples, the bridge’s my-
thology holds true. 
President Gary Ransdell listed the 
bridge as a key place in his relation-
ship with wife Julie. The couple mar-
ried in December 1972, during their 
senior year at WKU and have been to-
gether for the 42 years since. 













Bridge at Fort Johnston with Cherry Hall in background. Archived photo, 1985. 
GARY HAIRLSON/WKU ARCHIVE
‘Kissing Bridge’ remains iconic romance spot
A large group of WKU students board the Red Line bus just outside of Mass 
Media and Technology Hall, on Feb. 3. During peak ride times, in between 
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Alongside the several marketing po-
sitions, the field of engineering also 
encompasses a significant portion of 
Glassdoor’s list. 
WKU’s Department of Engineering 
invokes a sense of community and 
involvement amongst its students, ac-
cording to department head Julie Ellis. 
The department also works to provide 
its students with as much field experi-
ence as possible.
“Students in the engineering depart-
ment get a better sense (of real world 
experience) through the work Debbie 
Berry does with the co-op opportuni-
ties and internships,” Ellis said. “Almost 
any engineer at any school will have 
the opportunity to work in the profes-
sion, for pay, before they graduate.”
While there are several diverse engi-
neering positions included on the list 
and ones like it, the reality is that there 
is a lot of crossover between depart-
ments.
“A lot of the time engineering gets 
subdivided, so that it sounds like all 
these things are really different,” El-
lis said. “There’s a whole lot more that 
holds them together than there is that 
differentiates them. There are four 
cornerstone engineering disciplines 
and everything else comes out of 
those: electrical, mechanical, civil and 
chemical engineering.”
Through the cornerstones, collabo-
ration occurs.
For students that are still search-
ing for a major, lists of this nature can 
be helpful in the preliminary stages. 
They provide information about start-
ing salaries and current job openings. 
However, the decision ultimately de-
pends on the student’s personality to 
determine whether a particular pro-
gram is a nice fit. 
“(These lists) are always one-dimen-
sional (in their focus on salaries), but 
there is always more than one dimen-
sion,” Ellis said. “And if people can un-
derstand that, then they’ve probably 
got the skills to be an engineer!”





Due to the lack of available parking 
spaces in main campus commuter 
lots, some commuters parked at South 
Campus and rode the White Line to 
main campus.
PTS added a bus to the White Line to 
increase the frequency of South Cam-
pus stops to every six minutes. 
However, Tougas said the biggest 
change was the rerouting of the Red 
Line to serve the downtown area. 
PTS redesigned the Red Line to stop 
near student housing, such as the 
Campus Evolution Villages and Col-
umns Apartments, as well as 11th 
Street and the Alumni Square Garage, 
and then deliver students to stops on 
State and Normal Street. 
According to a press release from 
PTS,  Red Line ridership increased 76 
percent over last year. 
Tougas said she was unsure if PTS 
will implement any additional chang-
es soon. 
“We’re still in the process of planning 
for fall,” she said.
Gary Meszaros, assistant vice presi-
dent for Business and Auxiliary Ser-
vices, said PTS is considering several 
long-term parking solutions, includ-
ing the construction of a new parking 
structure.  
“We are starting to have meetings 
about potentially building another ga-
rage or two,” he said.
Meszaros said the Creason lot is a 
possible site for a new garage, and 
PTS is looking into buying property 
within walking distance of campus to 
lay down temporary gravel lots for stu-
dents to park  in, during construction. 
“What we’re going to need is some 
swing space,” he said. “While the 
building is going on we’re going to be 
missing those spaces. We need a place 
to move those people to.”
Meszaros said PTS is looking at this 
option in response to focus group dis-
cussions and “customer responses.”
TRANSIT
Continued from FRONT
"There are a lot of places across cam-
pus that are special to us, because we 
didn’t have any money,” Ransdell said. 
“Dates, for us, were walking around 
campus.” 
Miles Ormon proposed to his wife, 
Megan, on the bridge.
Ormon, a former WKU baseball play-
er who now works as events and ath-
letic coordinator for Campus & Com-
munity Events, said the bridge seemed 
like the perfect place to pop the ques-
tion. 
“It’s just kind of the aura—the name 
of it,” he said. “We made a day out of 
it … She knew something was up, and 
I said ‘let’s go to the Kissing Bridge.’”
Miles Ormon proposed on Megan’s 
birthday, Sept. 3, and the couple mar-
ried in May 2013 at the Chandler Me-
morial Chapel on campus.
Both Miles and Megan went to WKU 
and became strongly involved in the 
community after graduation. 
Even though he transferred to the 
university, Miles Ormon said he quick-
ly became familiar with the various 
tales of the Hill. 
“When I transferred here, you meet 
a whole batch of new people and you 
hear all the different stories,” he said. 
“But when I was in school, I never 
dreamed I was going to take a girl there, 
I was going to kiss here and I was going 
to marry her. You don’t really think of 
that until the time comes, and you say 
‘that would be so cool.’”
Ransdell also said he learned the leg-
end of the bridge shortly after arriving 
at WKU. 
“I can remember my freshman year 
living in Barnes Campbell Hall learning 
about places like (the Kissing Bridge),” 
Ransdell said. “That’s why I hope when 
students come here today they learn 
about these places and make them 
their own.”
Taking ownership of spots around 
campus is extremely important to 
continuing the Kissing Bridge mystery, 
Ransdell noted. 
“The symbolism of places like that, 
I hope, is important to other students 
and alumni,” he said. “That’s what 
makes universities so special. It’s things 
like that that are woven into people’s 
lives that have meaning and tradition 
and richness.” 
Rachel Goodman, director of Cam-
pus & Community Events, said the 
Kissing Bridge is a hotspot for propos-
als and the occasional wedding. 
“I’ve been here for 14 years, and I bet 
we’ve had only three weddings on the 
bridge,” she said. “I think honestly it’s 
probably a very popular proposal spot. 
I guess the story goes that if you kiss on 
that bridge, that’s going to be who you 
marry.” 
Ironically, this epicenter of campus 
romance started out as a place of war. 
The Old Fort Bridge was initially 
erected to allow students to cross a 
Civil War embankment used by both 
Union and Confederate soldiers. 
Landmarks behind Gordon Wil-
son Hall and Van Meter note when 
the area changed from Southern to 
Northern hands. 
Despite that history, the Old Fort 
Bridge somehow morphed into a place 
couples still visit regularly. 
“We go back every year on her birth-
day,” Ormon said. “We drive up, we 
walk up to the bridge, we kiss and we 
go back and finish up the rest of the 
day. But we try to make it back every 
year. It’s not like we’ve been doing it for 
50 years, but we’re going to try to hold 
true to that.”
And for as long as it exists, the Kissing 





• Henderson freshman Aaron 
Peaugh reported the theft of 
property from his McCormack 
Hall room on Feb. 2. The estimat-
ed value of the stolen property 
is $40.
• Bowling Green freshman Albert 
Gazaryan was cited for third-de-
gree possession of a controlled 
substance,  possession of alcohol 
by a minor and a prescription 
not in original container on Feb. 
2 at Chestnut Street North lot.
• Pewee Valley freshman Alec 
Carroll, of Douglas Keen Hall, was 
cited for possession of marijuana 
and possession of drug para-
phernalia on Feb. 2 at Creason 
lot. 
• Glasgow freshman Alexander 
Gibson was arrested on Feb. 
1 and charged with careless 
driving and fi rst-off ense DUI 
on Nashville Road and Emmett 
Avenue.
• An unknown subject left food 
unattended on the seventh 
fl oor of the Bemis Lawrence Hall 
kitchen on Jan. 30, causing food 
to burn and set off  the smoke 
detector.
TOP 5 Jobs
1. Physician AssistantJob Score: 4.8Average Base Salary: $111,376
2.Software EngineerJob Score: 4.6Average Base Salary: $98,074
3. Business Development ManagerJob Score: 4.6Average Base Salary: $94,907
4. Human Resources ManagerJob Score: 4.6Average Base Salary: $96,443
5. Finance ManagerJob Score: 4.6Average Base Salary: $122,865
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WKU competing for $200,000 security grant
Two-day  workshop to take on climate change
BY ERIAN BRADLEY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU is nominated for a grant from 
Stanley Security, worth upwards of 
$200,000 to provide funding for new 
security equipment on campus. 
“The grant will provide opportunity 
for WKU to receive electronic secu-
rity hardware to upgrade security 
measures on 15 to 20 doors on the 
WKU campus,” Quentin Hughes, Ac-
cess Control administrator, said via 
email. 
The grant would go toward equip-
ment for doors throughout academic 
buildings on campus.
Access Control will decide which 
doors receive the improvement, de-
pending on the door openings and the 
needs of the certain passages. 
The competition is made through 
tiers, which is determined by how 
many students attend universities 
across the nation. WKU is in Tier 3, 
with 20,000 students or more. 
At press time WKU was in the fourth 
spot. 
Dorms won’t receive the improve-
ments because Housing and Resi-
dence Life feels that the policy it 
has today is more effective and 
cheaper. 
“Having someone stop at the desk 
and show his or her ID is the only way 
to verify that you belong there,” Brian 
Kuster, HRL director, said. “Right now 
that’s not something that we’re looking 
to do… to put that type of access con-
trol on doors.” 
While electronic key fobs would 
make accessing doors easier, tradi-
tional metal keys and locks are safer, 
Kuster said. 
Some WKU buildings already have 
some electronic key fobs, such as the 
Kentucky Street apartments.
The apartments have cameras on ev-
ery floor, unlike dorms, which only have 
them on the main floor and outside. 
According to Kuster, the reason HRL 
doesn’t want dorms to have key fobs is 
due to the frequency with which peo-
ple come and go. 
Some might not see a need for the 
upgrade, but Hughes said safer security 
measures should always be looked to.  
“It's likely some people would not 
see the benefit, but given the long 
term cost savings of electronic secu-
rity, the improved security visible to 
current and potential students and 
the improved convenience to faculty, 
staff and students, it would be difficult 
to formulate a reason not to advance 
WKU security,” Hughes said. 
The winner of the competition will 
be announced in March. 
Students can vote via text, Twitter, 
or online at stanleysaferschools.com/




Assorted groups throughout campus 
are coming together to go “glocal” and 
discuss climate change.
The second Interfaith Workshop on 
Earth Care will take place the week-
end of Feb. 20-21 and features several 
speakers and student-led panels. 
Bella Mukonyora, associate profes-
sor of philosophy and religion, said the 
weekend is dedicated to confronting 
climate change from a variety of angles. 
“It’s for people from different walks of 
life, the academic and general public, 
to address this issue,” she said. “Anyone 
familiar with climate change will notice 
it’s mandatory to address it now.”
Mukonyora, originally from Zimba-
bwe, said culture plays a crucial role 
in how the public responds to climate 
issues.
“I’m coming to it having grown up in 
Africa, where people are victims of cli-
mate change rather than those dealing 
with the agents,” she said. “It’s a global 
problem with local solutions.” 
The two-day workshop is comprised 
of various WKU and community spon-
sors, ranging from the biology depart-
ment to the Christ Episcopal Church. 
Mukonyora said the connection be-
tween religion and climate change, 
although rarely acknowledged, should 
be noted.
“I teach global religions with an em-
phasis on global Christianity, which is 
important because Christianity hap-
pens to be associated with the same 
societies that are heavily industrial-
ized,” she said. “These same groups 
send missionaries whose people have 
gone to spread the ideas of develop-
ment, even if they haven’t necessarily 
meant to.” 
The Kentucky Interfaith Power and 
Light group from Louisville is also 
heavily advertising the event. 
The organization is devoted to con-
necting spirituality, faith and religion 
to sustainable causes, their website 
said. 
For those unable to attend the full 
weekend, there will be a keynote panel 
on Friday, Feb. 20 at 7 p.m. in the Mass 
Media Technology Hall auditorium. 
The keynote speaker is Whitney Bau-
man, a religious studies professor from 
Florida International University. 
“I see the human world-culture, 
thought, economics, ideas, etc.-as part 
of the rest of the natural world,” Bau-
man said on his website. 
Those wanting to participate in other 
parts of the workshop should regis-
ter by contacting Mukonyora by call-
ing 270-745-5745 or 270-745-3136, or 
emailing bella.mukonyora@wku.edu 
for details. Full access to the events is 




Two individuals accused with the 
murder of a former WKU student will 
have their court date later this year.
Domonique Leshay Wortham, 23, 
and Adriana Monique Mason, 20, are 
both charged with the murder of Larry 
Thomas who at the time was a fresh-
man from Louisville. 
The two appeared separately for their 
hearings, Thursday in Warren Circuit 
Court. Their trial date is set for Nov. 12 
in Warren Circuit Court, according to 
court documents.
The Herald reported Thomas was 
shot once at the Greenhaven Apart-
ments at 2001 Rockcreek Drive on 
Sept. 2, 2013. He was transported to 
Vanderbilt Medical Center in Nashville 
where he later died.
In a 2013 preliminary hearing, 
Bowling Green Police Department 
detective Matt Davis delivered a tes-
timony stating Wortham and Mason 
planned to rob Thomas, who was 
given $1,000 worth of marijuana to 
be paid back to Wortham after it was 
sold. Mason told Davis that Wortham 
and Mason planned a robbery to 
steal the money.
Mason spent part of the day with 
Thomas, while texting Wortham infor-
mation.
Using Mason’s testimony, Davis said 
the plan was for Mason to convince 
Thomas to take a shower telling him that 
she would join him. Once Thomas was 
in the shower, Mason unlocked the door 
to the apartment to let Wortham in.
Wortham couldn’t find the money 
and encountered Thomas after he had 
gotten out of the shower. 
Mason said Wortham pointed a gun at 
her and then at Thomas. A fight broke 
out between the two men shortly after. 
The fight ended with a gunshot and a 
scream from Thomas, Davis said. Ma-
son told the detective that Wortham 
then pointed the gun at her, threaten-
ing her afterward, according to Ma-
son’s testimony. 
Wortham and Mason left the apart-
ment with $400, a platinum-gold 
watch and gold teeth. Both were ar-
rested in 2013.
Mason and Wortham are also 
charged with tampering with physi-
cal evidence, first-degree burglary and 
first-degree robbery. Both are being 
held at Warren County Regional Jail 
on a $1 million bond, according to the 
jail’s website.
Two charged with murder of WKU student to have court date
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Campus sustainability is an issue 
that affects everyone, from the col-
lective all the way down to the indi-
vidual. As individuals with a voice, 
there’s more students could doto 
ensure sustainability and conserva-
tion concerns are recognized and 
addressed by the administration. To 
keep it simple, here are three ways 
you can help contribute. 
1. Be conscious
Many contributions can be made 
just by being aware of the energy 
you’re using and actively seeking 
to reduce it. Walking or biking to 
classis an eco-friendly alternative 
to driving. At the very least car-
pooling is a great way to cut down 
on harmful gases being emitted 
into the air. Recycling on campus is 
easy enough if time is taken to pay 
attention to the guidelines. 
There are bins, everywhere, and 
judging by the overflow adjacent to 
them, they could definitely stand 
to be used a little more. When it 
comes to those plastic to-go bags 
from the campus dining facilities, 
try using your backpack, unless it’s 
something like one of those over-
sauced Subway sandwiches.
2. Be active
On Feb. 9, the Campus Conserva-
tion Nationals competition begins. 
Each student can contribute by 
turning off lights and unplugging 
electrical appliances in the dorms, 
when they aren’t being used. 
Electricity used across cam-
pus cost $106,049, last week—
an amount equivalent to about 
10,605 medium pizzas. This sta-
tistic comes from the online WKU 
Energy Kiosk, (bedashboard.com/
kiosk/25) which provides fun facts 
and statistics about campus en-
ergy usage. Students can track in-
dividual dorm progress and have a 
friendly competition. 
Also, throughout the year, there 
are plenty of on-campus events 
dedicated to raising ecological 
awareness. Asking your RA about 
how you can contribute and partic-
ipate in these events is a great way 
to get started. 
3. Be vocal
It’s a commonly shared opinion 
that tuition is just too high. Stu-
dents fund the university on a va-
riety of projects, with big chunks of 
change being taken out of their par-
ents’ wallet. 
However, a self-imposed “green 
fee” integrated into tuition would 
do just the trick. With an added five 
dollars onto tuition per student, 
per year, the university could invest 
in sustainability in a significantly 
greater capacity than they are now. 
The likes of MTSU, UK and Bowling 
Green State University are among 
the 54 universities who have already 
voted to adopt some form of this fee.
This type of proposal to adminis-
tration usually only works if it comes 
from student voices. So, contacting 
an SGA representative would be a 
good place to start. 
Another option is simply letting 
us know! Write, e-mail, call or come 
down to the Herald and have a do-
nut—we are an  avenue for your 
voice to be heard. If you think there’s 
an option we missed here, or if you 
have your own ideas and comments 
for the administration, we can only 
know if you tell us.
Treat Yo' Self: to a better 
LIVING environment 
Fish Mooney is the star of Gotham mob scene
OPINION@
WKUHERALD.COM
“Gotham,” just like 
the scale of the fictional 
city, is a massive under-
taking for DC comic-to-
television adaptations. 
The series follows alter-
nate origin stories for 
infamous villains like 
Poison Ivy, the Penguin 
and the Riddler, while 
surrounded by legions 
of minor villains. 
Among the villains, 
the rise of heroes like 
Batman and Detective 
Gordon, as well as the ever-neutral Cat-
woman, are explained and connected. 
Though at first overwhelming, “Gotham” 
may provide viewers with a lengthy, if at 
times verbose, history of how the era of 
Batman began. 
Gotham is a city of struggle for every-
one. The citizens seem to live in a caste 
system, limited and forever defined by 
their socio-economic standing. For the 
female characters of Gotham, survival 
is achieved by any means necessary. 
The struggle and cost of survival is best 
displayed by Fish Mooney, a character 
with no ties to the actual DC universe. 
Viewers are introduced to Fish in the pi-
lot episode, as she beats up an employ-
ee. Fish is proven right off the bat to be 
untouchable — feared by mobsters and 
cops alike — as the victim of her beating 
accepts his punishment, despite having 
police officers present. 
As the only female mob boss, Fish is 
known for her brute force and limitless 
scheming. Fish is a double minority in 
Gotham, an older female and a woman 
of African-American descent. What’s 
more, she has proven, even to the big-
gest names in Gotham, to be a vicious 
force to be reckoned with. 
Fish built her empire navigating shaky 
alliances, false friends and respected en-
emies in the grimy corrupted city of Go-
tham. Fish, in the latest turn of events, 
is cast out of the city of corruption. Her 
season-long coup d'état against mob 
kingpin Falcone resulted in her even-
tual capture and exile. Even in defeat,
Fish remained confident. With no one
left on her team, she retreated, promis-
ing to return on top once again. 
The most terrifying aspect of Fish
Mooney is her inability to feel empathy.
Her character shows that women can
be superficially evil. Fish is the antith-
esis of female innocence and the rever-
sal of maternal compassion. She proves
that women can be just as dangerous
as men, just as intimidating and just as
ruthless. Her character cannot be un-
derestimated or trivialized — she is a
stone-cold killer. 
“Gotham” airs on Monday nights, 7
p.m. CT on FOX.
NOT YOUR TYPICAL WOMAN
VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874 || opinion@wkuherald.com
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3. For verifi cation, letters and commentaries MUST include your name, phone 
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4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
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When I was in college, I went through six 
majors. 
Let me repeat that: in four short years, I 
went through six different majors and still 
managed to graduate on time (though I 
had dozens more credits than I needed). 
And these weren’t a bunch of majors that 
were somehow related. 
They were majors as diverse as econom-
ics and journalism, computer science and 
communications. Simply put, I was all 
over the map. 
And then, six years after college, I 
changed my “major” again, going back to 
graduate school to study a field I had nev-
er studied in college — creative writing. 
But here’s the thing—I believe those 
six majors I had in college helped make 
me better at what I do now. I believe that 
studying journalism ethics and Keynesian 
theory and programmable code made me 
a better writer.  
That’s why I feel so strongly that college 
students shouldn’t pick their major (or 
their courses, for that matter) based on 
what they think they should take — to get 
a job, to please their parents, or to send the 
message to the world that they are “nor-
mal.”
No, instead, I believe that college is, 
more than anything, an incredible gift of 
time — time to learn, time to grow, time to 
stand on your own two feet and most im-
portantly time to figure out who you are. 
And you can’t figure out who you are if you 
are solely focused on getting X degree that 
leads to Y job. 
So for that reason I want to encourage all 
of you to make sure that you’re really get-
ting all you can out of this precious gift of 
college. It is only one of many gifts you will 
receive in your life, but I want you to be 
sure you’re making the most of it.
Don’t listen to your parents. Don’t listen 
to your friends. Don’t even listen to your 
instructors. 
Listen to yourself.
Somewhere deep down inside you know 
what you want to do with your life. Or 
maybe, deep down inside, you know that 
you have no freaking idea what you want 
to do with your life. And that’s okay too. 
Whatever it is that your gut is telling you, 
that’s what you have to do. If your gut is 
telling you that you just have to use your 
hands to shape some clay, then go ahead 
and let yourself take a class in ceramics 
that has nothing to do with your major.
If your gut is telling you that you just have 
to learn more about Pavlovian condition-
ing, then go ahead and take a psychology 
class even if it’s in a different college than 
yours.
But don’t let the expectations of the 
world — or fears about getting a job — 
dictate your choices at one of the most 
important times of your life. I promise that 
in a few years no one is going to care if you 
took ceramics or psychology. They’re only 
going to care that you had the discipline 
and the wherewithal to finish your college 
degree. 
— Molly McCaffrey, Ph.D. 
The Gift of Time:
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Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but 
cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when 
asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not 
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classifi ed ads.
SUDOKU
THE FUN PAGE
City of Bowling Green
CAMP COUNSELORS
Parks & Recreation Department Seasonal Positions
CAMP COUNSELORS - Assists with Summer Camp, 
leads group activities; some counselors work with special 
needs children, teens, & adults. Must be knowledgeable 
in recreation/sports activities; may require CPR & First 
Aid Certifi cation. 40 hours per week; May thru August; 
weekend may be required. Age 17+; $8.37/hr.
Interested applicants can apply online
 www.bgky.org/hr/jobs 
or at the Human Resources Department in City Hall, 
1001 College Street, Bowling Green.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
City of Bowling Green
TENNIS INSTRUCTORS
Parks & Recreation Department Seasonal Positions
TENNIS INSTRUCTORS - Instructs beginning and 
advanced tennis lessons. Coordinates and runs tennis 
activities, 15-30 hours per week; weekend work optional. 
$8.37/hr.
Interested applicants can apply online
 www.bgky.org/hr/jobs 
or at the Human Resources Department in City Hall, 
1001 College Street, Bowling Green.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
BUY-SELL-TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also: Comics, CDs, Toys, CCGs, RPGs, more!
The Great Escape Records & Comics




One bedroom apartment; 1 block from campus; 
$420/month. (270) 282-4478.
Community Organizer Position Opening
with Kentuckians For The Commonwealth
Position located in Warren County. Competitive pay and 
good benefi ts. Read more and apply at 
www.kftc.org/jobs
ACROSS
1 Six-footer at a Super 
Bowl party?
5 Leveling wedge




16 For the __: 
temporarily
17 Storage structure
18 Requiring a two-
day trip, say
19 Ultrasound image, 
perhaps
20 Guideline for 
standard operating 
procedures
23 Go one better than
24 Old Mideast org.





33 Houston player, 
informally
34 Common rental 
restriction
38 Plumbing problem
40 Toward the tiller
42 “College 
GameDay” number
43 Still making 
payments
46 __ mater
49 “Little Women” 
woman
50 Frequent feeling of 
culpability
53 Kwik-E-Mart owner 
on “The Simpsons”
56 Assenting vote
57 Ratio involving ht. 
and wt.
58 Box of Lego bricks, 
e.g., or a hint to the last 
words of 20-, 26- and 
50-Across
65 Designer Nina
66 Retro phone feature














7 Letter-shaped support 
piece
8 Plunder
9 Hot spot for Dante
10 Big name in movie 
theaters






26 Vacation island 
south of Borneo
27 Farm team
28 Word before tired or 
heat










41 Treatment for a 
broken heart, briefl y
44 Postpone the 
inevitable
45 Stadium section
47 Delicately balanced 
sculptures
48 Gun fi ller
51 Praised
52 Man cave hangings
53 Bitterly pungent
54 Self-assurance
55 Cry of concession
59 Surgery reminder
60 “So long,” on the 
Lido





Pool and Spa Depot is looking for an open and outgoing 
team player. Someone who enjoys helping customers 
one on one. Position is full-time and weekends required.
Compensation includes both hourly wages and 
commissions. Please apply in person: 1830 Wallace Court, 
Bowling Green, KY.
PHOTOWKUHERALD.COM
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Life has been nothing short of an enduring battle on a path to 
betterment for Rosalino Santiago Garcia and his family.
The 32-year-old migrant worker from Santa Ana, Oaxaca, 
Mexico fi nds himself in Fountain Run, Kentucky, providing for his 
loved ones nine months of the year, despite being a 72-hour bus 
ride away from home.
The last time Garcia saw his family was for two short weeks in 
November, before he headed back north to work in the United 
States, leaving behind his 21-year-old expectant wife, who will 
give birth to a baby girl. No longer does he have the opportunity 
to walk his son, Leandro, to school. The chance to put his young-
est son, Josue, down to sleep disappears.
Santa Ana feels the eff ects of its hard-working migrant class. 
80 percent of its working men are migrants, and each make an 
impact on the local economy when they funnel money they earn 
abroad back into the community.
Santiago is optimistic that next year, his fi nal year in the tobac-
co fi elds, will be his last spent away from his family.  
“I’m not able to talk with my family often, so I miss them,” San-
tiago said. “But everything has a sacrifi ce. Everything you need 
has a price.”
PHOTOS and story BY:
Nick Wagner
TOP: Rosalino Santiago 
Garcia, 32, of Santa Ana, 
Oaxaca, Mexico, pushes 
a leavf-topping rig over a 
row of tobacco seedlings 
on May 12, 2014, on a farm 
near Fountain Run, Ken-
tucky.
LEFT: Rosalino Santiago 
Garcia, 32, of Santa Ana, 
Oaxaca, Mexico, gives his 
son, Leandro, 5, a shoul-
der-ride home on Nov. 5, 
2014. Garcia is taking two 
weeks off  of work from the 
Kentucky tobacco harvest, 
returning home to accom-
pany his pregnant wife 
who is due to have his third 
child.
72  hours from 
the ones he loves
ABOVE: Rosalino 
Santiago Garcia, 32 
of Santa Ana, Oaxaca, 
Mexico, peers out the 
window of his fl ight 
into Chicago on Nov. 
2, 2014. Garcia spent 
16 hours traveling to 
his home in southern 
Mexico.
RIGHT: Sabina Garcia 
Pacheco, 21, rolls up 
her son Josue's sleeves, 
while her husband, 
Rosalino, holds him. FOR full STORY AND PHOTos go to WKUHERALD.com
2014-2015 CULTURAL ENHANCEMENT SERIES PRESENTS:
Free tickets are available at wku.showare.com or by calling the  
Fine Arts Box Office (M-F, 12:30pm-4pm) at 1-270-745-3121.
Mummenschanz
February 10, 2015 - 7:30 p.m. - Van Meter Hall Auditorium
wku.edu/go/ces 
LIKE  
WKU CULTURAL  





Pinched between two 
stores near the downtown 
square, A Taste of Europe 
looks like a small European 
street café. On the inside, it 
mostly plays the part. Lin-
ing the walls is an impres-
sive mural depicting some 
of Europe and America’s 
iconic landmarks.  
For those who may think 
that A Taste of Europe 
serves general European 
fare, be duly warned. They 
serve a single European fla-
vor, and that is Greek Street 
cuisine.
The reason for coming 
here spins idly in plain 
view, punctured by a rotat-
ing vertical spit. Known as 
gyro meat, this nondescript 
brown hunk (often lamb) is 
shaved to order for all sorts 
of Greek-style plates and 
BG EATS
A Taste of Europe lives 
up to its namesake
A Taste of Europe is a Greek restaurant on State Street that off ers discounts to college students with their stu-









 FEBRUARY 5, 2015 > WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 
BY SHANTEL PETTWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
In the past year, WKU brought in no-
table writers, scientists and musicians 
as a part of the Cultural Enhancement 
Series. 
Now, students have the chance to be-
come a part of that roster. 
The series, in partnership with the 
Kentucky Folklife Program, is holding 
auditions for its final event, Bluegrass 
Music and Beyond. 
Auditions will be on Thursday, Feb. 12 
at the Pioneer Log Cabin on campus. 
The location coincides with the blue-
grass music theme, as the cabin is the 
home of the Kentucky Folklife Program, 
according to Brent Bjorkman, director 
of the Kentucky Folklife Program and 
Kentucky Museum Director.  
“It’s really important not only to talk 
about the greatness in Kentucky, but 
also showcase students who play blue-
grass so their peers can witness their 
peers’ talents,” said Bjorkman.
Auditions start at 4:30 p.m. and run 
until all the talent has been reviewed. 
There are two to three spots looking 
to be filled for this event, according to 
Jack LeSieur, project coordinator for the 
Downing Student Conservation Proj-
ect. 
The auditioning groups or solo acts 
will be given 15 to 20 minutes to per-
form. Selected acts receive $100 per 
person, as well the opportunity to meet 
the notable music acts like Dale Ann 
Bradley, Kentucky Wildhorse, Mt. Victor 
Revue and The Pennyrilers. 
“We’re looking to see if they’re engag-
ing, engaging to listen to, and do they 
have a repertoire to play the quality of 
music we’re looking for,” Bjorkman said. 
The student performers will be open-
ing for the musical acts and perform 
one or two songs per group said Bjork-
man, but the amount of play time is still 
to be determined. 
The Cultural Enhancement Series and 
the Kentucky Folklife Program felt it 
was important to offer the opportunity 
to students to showcase their talents to 
the campus. The Bluegrass Music and 
Beyond concert will be held on South 





KY Museum looks to gain 
popularity under new director
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Kentucky is known for bourbon, 
the Kentucky Derby, Hunter S. 
Thompson, fried chicken and now 
museums. 
The new director of the Kentucky 
Museum, Brent Bjorkman wants the 
museum to at least be a more well-
known entity for WKU students and 
the city of Bowling Green.
Bjorkman served as interim 
director of the museum during the 
fall semester of last year and acquired 
the title of director on Jan. 1 of this 
year. He had been away from the 
Bowling Green area for several years, 
moving back in the summer of 2012 
when the Kentucky Folklife Program 
decided to come to WKU.
“It was a perfect opportunity to 
come back to the region, back to 
Bowling Green, back to Kentucky and 
back to WKU,” Bjorkman said. 
As a folklore graduate student, 
Bjorkman has always had strong 
ties with the Kentucky Museum. He 
said he wrote his first grant to bring 
a Kentucky Arts Council program 
to the museum during his time as a 
graduate student. Now, as director, 
he has even larger things he wishes to 
accomplish.
“I really want the museum to 
succeed,” Bjorkman said. 
SEE EUROPEAN PAGE B2
DIRECTION
NEW
SEE MUSEUM PAGE B2
It’s really important not only to talk 
about the greatness in Kentucky, but 
also showcase students who play blue-
grass so their peers can witness their 
peers’ talents.
- Brent Bjorkman, director of 
the Kentucky Folklife Program. 
Dr. Brent Björkman was named 
director of the Kentucky 
Museum at WKU on Jan. 1 after 
holding the title of interim direc-
tor since Aug. 2014. Björkman's 
vision for the coming year is 
to lead the Kentucky Museum 
forward on its path toward ac-
creditation with the American 
Alliance of Museums. 
PHOTO BY WILLIAM KOLB
/HERALD 
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He said that he’s finding the strengths 
of his employees and often seeks their 
input for the museum. Bjorkman 
remarked that he’s currently working 
with the Kentucky Museum board 
towards obtaining accreditation 
through the American Alliance of 
Museums. 
“It’s really just to show you have the 
superior ability to put on good exhibits 
—your facility is up to good standards 
as is your programming,” he said. 
Vivek Puligundla, a graduate student 
from India who works in the gallery at the 
Kentucky Museum, said Bjorkman had 
already been having a positive influence 
on the museum and, specifically the 
gallery, even as interim director. 
Puligundla noted that the new gallery 
exhibits, passed through the museum 
in recent months, have all  been met 
with  positive reception.
“I think he’s doing good,” Puligundla 
said. 
Christy Spurlock, Kentucky 
Museum Education curator, agreed 
with Puligundla’s thoughts. She said 
Bjorkman is the perfect man for the 
director position.
“Brent is just outstanding at seeking 
out partnership opportunities,” 
Spurlock said. 
She said that Bjorkman will aid 
the education department in their 
endeavors and help them in getting 
more funding for their programs. She 
continued saying that Bjorkman will 
help with the overall outreach of the 
museum into the community. 
"He walked in the door with ideas,” 
Spurlock said. 
As new director, Bjorkman is 
striving towards greater visibility and 
attendance for the museum.
“I’d love to have the Kentucky 
Museum as a destination,” he said. 
To help the museum become more 
of a destination, he has been working 
towards gallery exhibits that connect 
with WKU’s current “Year Of” program 
with the focus being the “Year of 
Ecuador.” 
Bjorkman said that on Monday, Feb. 
9, at 4:30 p.m. the museum will hold 
the grand opening of their multimedia 
gallery exhibit by Ecuadorian artist 
Oswaldo Guayasamín.
Bjorkman said that this exhibit and 
an exhibit planned for next semester 
with the “Year of South Africa” theme 
is something he wants the museum to 
work towards and show how it affects 
us on a local and international level.
“I want to balance the idea of the 
world as it’s juxtaposed with WKU, but 
also how WKU is juxtaposed with the 
world,” he said.
All of these exhibits will be done in 
hopes of connecting the Kentucky 
Museum more with the community. 
Spurlock said the museum has done 
well in the past with community 
outreach given their limitations, but
under Bjorkman, it will improve. 
“I think the museum will be more
connected to the community,”
Spurlock said. 
Lynne Marrs Hammer Ferguson,
Kentucky Museum artist-in-residence,
believes that the aspect of community
outreach was cut back in the past, but
will be seen more now. 
“A goal will be to have more
collaborative programming with
campus groups and the community,”
Ferguson said.
Ferguson said the museum hopes
to offer new opportunities for student
involvement and be able to get outside
of the Kentucky Museum building to
offer up opportunities to other locations
on campus. 
“We want to make sure students
know we’re here,” she said. 
The Kentucky Museum is open
Monday to Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. and Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m.
MUSEUM
Continued from LIFE
Literacy center promotes student success
BY SAMANTHA WRIGHT
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
Many students wish they knew a fast-
er way to take notes or a more effective 
way to study. 
The Literacy Center, located in Tate 
Page Hall, and its program, College 
Reading Success, wants to help stu-
dents improve those skills. Starting this 
month, the Center will have several 
workshops to aid WKU students. 
Reading and comprehension services 
for students have existed in other forms 
for many years, but the Literacy Center 
was only recently created in 2010. 
The College Reading Success pro-
gram was created because of this need 
among college students’ to have assis-
tance, Kristy Cartwright, one of the Lit-
eracy Center’s instructors, said.
“While students come to college 
knowing how to read, many are not 
prepared for the rigors of college-level 
reading,” she said. “Some students 
have issues with the high volume of 
reading, the pace with which readings 
are assigned, or a highly technical and 
academic vocabulary that they have 
not been exposed to previously.”
According to the ALIVE Center for 
Community Partnership, the Literacy 
Center provides individualized diag-
nostic evaluations and intervention 
for students in the first through 12th 
grades, along with adult learners.
The number of students at each ses-
sion varies depending on the topic, but 
some sessions have had more than 60 
students in attendance. 
Students respond positively to the 
program, according to another in-
structor at the Literacy Center, Jeremy 
Logsdon.
“We see many repeat students, and 
we have also had students tell us that 
the strategies we offer were instrumen-
tal in helping them earn higher grades 
in their coursework,” he said.
There are refreshments at each ses-
sion, as well as giveaways that include 
useful items, such as books and flash 
drives, and at the end of each semester, 
a Student Success Basket is given away.
Topics for the program are select-
ed based on students’ feedback and 
needs. The first session is a general fo-
rum, and from there, help ranges from 
time management to reading strate-
gies.
The Literacy Center also hosts a book 
club for students. The book that’s going 
to be discussed this semester is “The 
Undertaker’s Daughter” by Kate May-
field, a WKU alumna. The book club 
meets every other Wednesday, just as 
College Reading Success does. 
A Pop Culture Book Club will start 
this semester, meeting one Friday a 
month starting Feb. 20. The first book 
up for discussion is “Harry Potter and 
the Sorcerer’s Stone.” Books are select-
ed according to student input.
Sessions are held every other 
Wednesday in room 401 of Tate Page 
from 1 to 2 p.m.
sandwiches. 
Consider the Western Gyro. A 
heap of shaved meat mingling with 
slightly-sweet grilled onions and 
peppers was served, nestled be-
tween a browned pita. With a slight 
crispiness and potent, salty, flavor 
the meat lived up to its billing. If the 
sandwich began to seem dry, a gen-
erous heap of the tzatziki sauce, that 
comes on the side, supplied a re-
freshing creamy tart. If only the gyro 
came with more of it. 
A side of fragrant Greek rice came 
speckled with a variety of soft vegeta-
bles, such as carrots and corn. If noth-
ing extraordinary, it was a decent foil 
for the savory gyro. 
Baklava is a popular Greek dessert 
layered with strips of filo dough, hon-
ey and nuts — A Taste of Europe’s ver-
sion came with a drizzle of chocolate 
sauce.
The layered pastry made for a 
dense yet crispy experience that 
maintained its texture, despite a lib-
eral soak in honey.  Visual appear-
ance notwithstanding, the chocolate 
sauce was unnecessary and detract-
ed from what was otherwise a very 
able dessert. 
A Taste of Europe is basically what 
it purports to be: a single flavor of Eu-
ropean cuisine done pretty well. As 
an added plus, WKU students get 15 
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BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The WKU softball team starts its in-
augural Conference USA season this 
weekend, traveling to Troy, Alabama 
for the Troy Chick-fil-A invitational.  
Despite C-USA coaches voting WKU 
to finish fifth in the 12-team confer-
ence, the Lady Toppers are the only 
team from the conference receiving 
votes in the ESPN.com USA Softball 
Collegiate Top 25 poll. 
“I think we all are pretty excited with 
it being our first season in Conference 
USA,” senior pitcher Miranda Kramer 
said. “We are just trying to build off last 
season and come out strong. I think it 
has all really come together these past 
couple of weeks.”
Along with the new conference, Head 
Coach Amy Tudor has been tasked 
with getting the seven returning play-
ers on the same page as the 10 new stu-
dent-athletes (five of who were added 
by way of transfer). 
“The older players have done a great 
job of welcoming in the freshman, and 
the sophomores and juniors have done 
a good job of blending with the new-
comers,” Tudor said. “Everyone here 
wants to win, and they are willing to do 
whatever it takes to make that happen.” 
This season, WKU will face nine teams 
that went to the NCAA postseason in 
2014, including Michigan, Florida State, 
Nebraska, Ohio, South Carolina, Ten-
nessee, Lipscomb, UK and Louisville. 
“I think it’s a pretty good schedule. I 
think it will prepare us for the postseason, 
and in order to get to the postseason we 
have to play teams who are ranked higher 
than us who have been there and gone 
farther. That’s our goal every season: to 
make the postseason, and in order to get 
there you have to play the best."
WKU will play the University of Buf-
falo on Friday morning before taking 
on North Florida later that afternoon. 
On Saturday, the Lady Toppers will face 
host school Troy, with WKU facing off 
again against Alabama State, Sunday 
afternoon before coming home. 
“I think the future is very bright. We 
haven’t played a game, but we have 
a lot of great newcomers and a lot of 
great returners,” Tudor said. “We are 
looking forward to this season in the 
new conference. We are just really ex-
cited about it. “
Softball starts 
Inaugural C-USA season 
SOFTBALL
Of those five games, three of them 
feature teams in the top half of the con-
ference standings, highlighted by trips 
to UAB (11-11, 7-2) and Old Dominion 
(17-4, 6-3). 
To comfortably win any conference, 
a team needs to win all of their home 
conference games—something that 
WKU has done this season by an aver-
age of 9.6 points.  
With the four home matches remain-
ing all featuring teams on the lower 
half of the standings, this appears to be 
a reasonably accomplishable task for 
the team. These contests include North 
Texas (9-11, 3-5), Rice (6-14, 3-5), Florida 
Atlantic (8-10, 1-6) and FIU (10-10, 3-4).
Though, on the road in conference 
play, WKU’s winning average drops 
to 7 points, with the point differential 
dropping even more to just two points 
when you include their road loss to 
conference leader Louisiana Tech. 
“Like I told our kids, we are 3-1 on the 
road, and we have done everything we 
can at home. If you want to win the con-
ference, you have to win all your home 
games, and now, we are down to five 
games on the road and four at home,” 
Head Coach Ray Harper said.  “We have 
to win all four of those games at home, 
and we have to find a way to go 3-2 or 4-1 
on the road if we want to win this thing.”
Once they get going, good things really 
start to happen.”
North Texas (9-11, 3-5 C-USA) is 
coming off a three-game homestead 
where the team went 2-1 in the process 
defeating Louisiana Tech, WKU's only 
conference loss. 
“They are good. They are very talent-
ed," Harper said. "Earlier in the year 
they beat Creighton by about 30. You 
watch them on tape, and they are long 
and athletic. They cause you a lot of 
concerns, but we have two more days 
to try and get ready for them.”
The Hilltoppers opponent Saturday, the 
Rice Owls (6-14, 3-5 C-USA), have two 
players that will dictate the teams suc-
cess. Sophomore guard Marcus Jackson 
and senior forward Seth Gearhart average 
14.5 and 14.2 points per game respective-
ly. The duo rank in the top three of nearly 
every category for the Owls including as-
sists, steals and rebounds. 
WKU hosts North Texas on Thursday, 
Feb. 5 and Rice Saturday, Feb. 7, both 
at Diddle. 
“There is balance in conference," 
Harper said. "UTSA came in here a 
few weeks ago and we had to go right 
to the wire. They are right there about 
the same spot as North Texas. There 
are just not any bad teams. Everyone 
in the league plays a little bit different. 
I think it’s a great league and I think it’s 
a league that should receive multiple 
bids when it comes tournament time 
here in about a month."
points in 58 minutes against them, in 
two games during the 2012-13 season. 
She will travel to her home state for the 
seventh and final time as a Lady Top-
per.
Coming back from the Texas road 
trip, the Lady Toppers will play five 
of their remaining seven conference 
games at Diddle Arena, where they are 
9-1 at home this season.
“We control our own destiny, and 
that is something that we talk about 
each and every day,” Clark-Heard said. 
“They need to control the things that 
they can control, and that is playing 
hard and doing the things we’ve been 







On Feb. 4th, Head Coach Jeff  Brohm announced that 15 student-athletes 
had signed national letters of intent to join the WKU football program in the 
fall of 2015.  These signees join defensive linemen Sidney Hammond and 
Jontavious Morris, linebacker T.J. McCollum, running back Marquez Trigg 
and off ensive lineman Cullen Reynolds, who have already enrolled this 
spring. Check out WKUHerald.com for more on national signing day.
National Signing Day
Devin Nixon, WR, Melbourne, FL.
Jordon Gonzalez, DB, Louisville
Ty'ron horton, DL, Louisville
Heath Wiggins, DL, Mayfi eld
omarius bryant, Dl, hazelhurst mi.
aldwin jackson, Db, louisville
Jason Johnson, Db, pahokee Fl.
tyler camp, ol, forsyth, GA.
Devon quincy, lb, lexington
Parker Howell, OL, Nashville
hunter holland, ol, buford, ga.
Andre thomas-cobb, WR, lehigh acres, FL.
quin jernighan, WR, lavergne, Tn.
Nick Coffey, Dl, Dunnville
Lucky jackson, WR, lexington




The men’s basketball 
team is tied for first 
place in the Confer-
ence USA with Loui-
siana Tech at 8-1, and 
their 15 wins overall 
are third most in the 
conference, behind 
the aforementioned 
and Old Dominion, 
both of whom have 17. 
But where the team has struggled 
the most this season holds the key to 
their destiny in their inaugural confer-
ence campaign. 
Five of the Hilltopper’s last nine 
games are on the road, where they 
have managed just a 4-4 (3-1 C-USA) 
record, this season.  
SEE BEYOND THE ARC PAGE B3
BEYOND THE ARC
Jonah Phillips
Lady Toppers look to bounce back in Texas this weekend
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Toppers go on a 
Texas road swing for the sec-
ond time in three weeks this 
weekend, starting off in Den-
ton against North Texas on 
Thursday night. 
WKU (18-4, 7-2) is now 
18-or-better through 22 games 
for the sixth time in program 
history, but is currently wad-
ing through a spell in which its 
lost two of its last three games. 
“We are still 18-4 and I want 
them to know and understand 
that,” Head Coach Michelle 
Clark-Heard said. “At the same 
time, I want them to know and 
understand that every day we 
need to work to be the very 
best that we can be, and when 
you don’t, we can get ourselves 
into situations like (against 
Southern Miss).”
Clark-Heard also believes 
that the matchup against 
North Texas (2-17, 1-7) will be 
tougher than their record may 
suggest. 
“When you look at North 
Texas and you look at their re-
cord, every single game they 
have been in till the end,” 
Clark-Heard said. “They have 
lost four games by 10 points or 
less, and I want to say the oth-
er games it has been no more 
than 15. What that tells you is 
there are going to be times in 
the game when they are go-
ing to be up and cause a lot of 
havoc on defense.”
The Lady Toppers will fol-
low up their Thursday visit to 
North Texas with a Saturday 
trip to Houston to take on Rice 
(7-12, 2-6).
“We are just really focus-
ing on defense and playing 
with energy,” junior guard 
Micah Jones said. “Last game, 
we didn’t come out with any 
energy, and we didn’t make 
stops. So, we are just going to 
go back to that and playing 
solid defense.”
Senior Alexis Govan, a Texas 
native, registered her career-
high 40 points against North 
Texas on Dec. 28, 2012 in 
Diddle Arena.  She scored 57 
WKU's Chastity Gooch (30) releases a three-point attempt during Saturday's game against Southern 
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After the team’s first loss since Dec. 
20 and a bounce back win on the road 
against Southern Miss, the WKU bas-
ketball team (15-6, 8-1 C-USA) will look 
to defend its home court Thursday and 
Saturday against two Conference USA 
foes. The Hilltoppers host North Texas on 
Thursday and Rice on Saturday — two 
teams that sit ninth and tenth respective-
ly in the C-USA standings. The Hilltop-
pers are tied for first place in the league.
Entering the last third of the season, 
the team is more concerned about stay-
ing focused than looking at the stand-
ings. Early success has allowed WKU to 
reach the 15-win mark before February 
for the first time since 2007-08. 
Their last win was the team's tenth 
in 11 outings, a mark they would like 
to improve upon as some of the lower-
tier conference teams come into Did-
dle Arena.
“The coaches are very good with us," 
sophomore guard Brandon Price said. 
"When we were going into conference 
play, we were ranked seventh in the 
coaches rankings, so we have been us-
ing that as fuel to go at the bigger teams 
so we can prove ourselves. Now we have 
got there, and everyone wants to beat us. 
We are the ones with the targets on our 
backs. So we are now using that as our 
fuel to go out and play hard every night.”
The Hilltoppers’ first opponent, the 
Mean Green of North Texas, will try to 
give WKU its second loss at home this 
season. With early season losses to Bel-
mont and No. 4 ranked Louisville, WKU 
has managed to win seven straight 
games at Diddle, where continued fan 
support has been shown this season.
Head Coach Ray Harper has person-
ally thanked the WKU fans multiple 
times this season for making Diddle 
a tough place to play and for the fans 
being behind the team. The atten-
dance marks this season have reached 
over 6,000 people three times, includ-
ing a sold-out 7,598 person crowd for 
the Louisville game on Dec. 20.
“The home crowd has been huge," 
Price said. "It was nothing like last 
year. This year, the fans have been re-
ally helpful. The crowd can get behind 
us and sometimes they will us to win. 
SEE MEN'S BASKETBALL
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Hilltoppers looking to defend Diddle this weekend
